
Megacity Growth



About Me

 I have taught at Kingaroy SHS, Murgon SHS, Redcliffe SHS and am currently at 
Burpengary SSC.

 I have taught Senior Geography and Tourism over a range of these years.

 I have been on panel and involved in the Endorsement process.

 I love Geography and love sharing this passion with our students.





TEACHING MEGACITY GROWTH
Paige Pope, Burpengary State Secondary College, 

Queensland

 In this workshop, you will be provided an overview of a curriculum unit and resources developed 
for a Senior Geography unit on megacities. It will focus on the growth of megacities around the 
world and their spatial patterns. A range of activities and sources will be used to look 
specifically at the rise of megacities, how to recognise urban growth, land use and the 
challenges facing megacities like Housing, employment, sanitation, education, health, waste 
management and land availability.

 Stream: Curriculum Innovation



Teaching Megacities – what my course 
looked like?

 While using the 2007 syllabus, there was not a huge focus on megacities, 
however I still touched on it with my students and we looked at the different 
megacities, what a megacity was, where they were located, problems 
associated with megacities etc.

 Now while using the 2019 syllabus there is a dedicated Topic to megacities. 
Some of the same topics can be looked at but in more detail and more case 
studies can be used and identified.



Assessment Task Then

 In the past used the megacities topic to compliment a SRT with a map and 
identification of some problems faced in megacities.



Assessment task now

 At present the task that my school has identified is the Examination 
combination of short and extended response items aligned with the teachings 
of megacities. 

 The assessment will involve:

 Describing spatial patterns of megacities

 Graphing mega cities per region and describing these patterns

 Identify implications of mega city expansion on countries

 Explain the process that have contributed to development of a mega city

 Explain and identify implications of the wealth divided in a mega city



Skills I focused on for assessment

 Mapping skills – being able to identify where the megacities were in the 
world, how many people in each and where the high density of populations 
were .

 Population pyramids

 Choropleth mapping

 Central place theory

 Looked in to in detail – the problems that megacities were faced with.



Helpful Resources that I used



Our Global Urban Future

In 2018, 48 cities had 
populations between 5 
and 10 million. By 2030 

10 of these are projected 
to become megacities.



World's largest megacities by 2100 – you tube clip



2018 World Data Booklet

 2018 world data booklet (most up to date information)
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Gap mider

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbkSRLYSojo

 https://www.gapminder.org/





Some other helpful resources

 http://worldpopulationreview.com/world-cities/

 https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/realestate/the-worlds-33-
megacities/ar-BBUaR3v

 https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/integration/pdf/fact_sheet.pdf



Sustainable Development Goals

 https://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2015_MDG_Report/pdf/MDG%202015%2
0rev%20(July%201).pdf

 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld

 https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2017/goal-11/



What worked with the unit?

 For me – getting the students to identify where in the world there are much 
greater populations and having discussions.

 Looking at gap minder - interactive

 What about you? If you have touched on megacities in the past what worked 
well?

 Share these ideas

 The next slide will look at what didn’t 



What didn’t work or what would 
change?

 There was never enough emphasis on the megacities and always just touched 
on the topic. Being able to go in more detail and look at case studies in the 
new syllabus will help students identify, problems, challenges, population 
pressures etc.

 What about you? What didn’t work or what would you change?

 Share these ideas



Thankyou for attending my 
presentation today


